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"Te* inn semoe
The I^irst Religious Teachings of the

Opening Year.

FEAST OF THE CIRCUMCISION

Mr. Hepworth on the Way to
Begin the Year.

BAD BOOKS AXD PAPERS

John Weiss on the Tragedy in
Nature.

CHURCH OF THE DISCIPLES.
HOW TO BEOIN THE NEW TEA.R.

An extremely large and blgblv Intelligent congregationassembled yesterday morning to listen
to the sermon o( Kev. George H. Hepwortb, at
the cuurcii o( tbe Disciples, corner ol Forty-iourth
street and Madison avenue. Tbe reverend gen*
tleman bad chosen :or nis theme "How to Begin
the New Year," and bis remarks were received
witfc profound attention. In the prayer immediatelypreceding the sermon cue reverend preaober
invoked God's ne>p that men may be made honorable,upright. truthful and just during tbe new
year. Might Uu make this a year of grace, and
inspire them all witn confluence in Him, no matterIf He send Joy or sorrow. Let tbe divine spirit
consecrate this congregation to Him trom Sunday
tn slnriila.1 utwl rhiu makA r.hA viAr nne Af Bnintnul

triumphs aud blessings. The reverend preacher
took his text irom the Gospel aeoordlng to Matthew,xviu. 29:.Have patience with me, and
1 win pay thee ali." The remarks of the reverend
gentleman, which he based upon this text, were

cxfremMy brief, as he was suflerin* from a violent
cold, ana uis voice was very hoarse. While his
sermons generally occupy from an hour to an hour
and a half in the delivery, he spoke little over half
an hour yesterday morning. As win be seen trom
the lull report below, the reverend preacner took
this occasion oi officially expressing his New Year's
wishes to all his hearers, and, in fact, to all Christians,and to express tne hope thai the year 1875
might a fford them, twelve momus hence, a gratifyingretrospect.

TBI SIRMON.
Be supposed it hadireqnentiy happened to them,

the revei end preacher began, that they observed
a debtor who was unable to meet a note. They
either xelt pity or contempt for turn. If they tele
assure<i that he was anxious to discharge his duty
honorably, and was merely the victim of unfortunateclrcumstjnces.au the kindness of their natures
would naturally well out toward him, but if they
knew that he lived extravagantly at uome, ana did
not mean to pay his debt, they could only feel the
contempt which he deserved. On the 1st of January
every oue had a debt to discharge which ho owed
to the divine Creator, and it was his business, as
their minister, to ask them whether they had paid
off an Instalment of the great promissory note
which lie held and to which they were the second
party. It was important that after having passed
through this year they should inquire what they
were and where they were.

DKATH OP THE OLD VIAE.
Last Thursday night the old year died; It died

qalet.y, as age generally passed away; it died
leaving its benediction to them and their children.
Almost instinctively, as the hours passed by, they
dreamt or the past and the future, as tne last
stroke of twelve rung out upon the night air thej
infctlnmvelt cried out. "Cioodbi. old und

they silently offered up prayers to God mat toej
might build better m tae new year tuau tney bad
ever bout beiore. The New York custom of cele
bratlDg tbe new year, ay the way, was one h<
jiked. lie could cot easily target bow cordtallj
they all shook bands with lum on that day, and he
bad no doubt tbat tbe season was one or great
utility in other respects. It was a time wnea the
impulsive, rasa deed ai ready regretted was laid
under the sod, when men could approach one an

other without formality and without coldness.
The words, "Happy Mew Year!'' had a glad sound
of mutual lorgiveaess. kindliness and charity
which was most grateful to (he heart.

noble 1-0*6 inos.
Mow. brethren, wbat were the thoughts tbat

arose most naturally at this season, what were
the sentiment- that swayed their breas:s? It
might be his business to utter these thoughts
Jrom the pulpit, but he knew mat they all baa lelt
them Just us well as he had. It was a noteworthy
circum-taoce that two business men sitting togetherscarcely ever conversed on those protouud
and elevated subjects on which they pondered in
their hours of repose and loneliness. He had no
doubt, however, that the Lord would give them
credit for these lonetngs, these thoughts and tuese
desires. O, voung tueo, might they cneriso mese
nob.e thougnts and cultivate mem more and
more, even though toey did not freely utter them

It whs curious that living only seventy years
they )et divided una bnei enocb into various
horter spaces or time. No unimals had this » nst

01 time, nor (lid anguls know any suDdiviaions 01
the periods of their existence. God knew nothing
about time, vvitu him, David said, a thousand yean
vrrc liltn one dar. It was a curious thin? thai
man wa.i ttie only being id heaven or oa earM
that Knew anvthing about time.

cbhtainty ok salvation.
in bis converse with tuem tie Bad entertained

many doubta of their salvation, bat may the/ be
gjj melted by God's love ana thas remove all these
doubts and make certain the success ol their lives,
God grant that as 'hess months came and went
they might clintf more and more flrmly to that
cross to which he bad clung lor so many years
and to whlcn he hoped they would ail cling as joog
ua they lived. How much good they migai accom
push! Ii nil these 2 ooo people in this temple o
the Lord were inspired by God tner might convert
this entire neighborhood. This vicinity was ouij
indifferent to God because their hearts were coldbecausethey tailed to serve as anch examples ol
godliness as would render them powerful niustra
tions of what laiiu could do. Lei them therefore
pray for a revival until every one coniessed God in
lis nearr. There was no church in New York that
atood exactly cu tho basis on which this stood.
They knew how heavy w*s tnetr dtbt, and God
grant that, each member might do his share to pay
it off. Let tnem allow him to assess them, uot
only in money, but la the works or their heads
an 1 minds.

WORDS TO TOCMO MRN.
Let bim go down on his knees oftener than

ever he did before and pray more Jerventiy
than he had ever done in the past. Let htm sro
down on lus knees and pray for these young men
whom he loved better than any otner class la this
congregation. loey came here In large numbers,
bui let tnem not only come from cariosity, nut be*
como »trong lutiiat rtvea.eU power which brought
peace to eartn and cood will to maDkind. He had
Iiiniaeli been once subjected to all their temptationsand could appreciate the trials ol their
lives. He could tell them that though eveiything
In llie laded, yet oue thing grew clearer and
clearer and lasted stronger and stronger, and that
was the religion ot Jesus enrm, tneir Lord and
Baviour, and lie loved ail the others. He liked to
go down to the counting houses and see the bum.
oess men shape die destinies of the great city.
But let tbem do It, not in thur own Dames, bat in
thai of God Almighty, l-ei every business man
feel that he was here on earth to do business in
the name vl the l.ord and id service or the great
principles whlcn He represent*- truth, charity,
jusiloe, lure.

TBK Bt.Efv-lf NQS OP A<Hb
He loved the old people too. nia ate was a

Oleased tniug. It was tne sweetest time id lue,
the orighteat, the mellowest. What tu tho pricelea*thing ot life to those who were old ? It wan
thereiUnon of Jeans Christ, it made all the differencein the world whether they were to die and
tie no more, or whether they were to die and live
lorever. I* was not necessary for him to talx
much longer. They saw his condition and lion
unfit ne waa to apeak much more. And yet be felt
that be mtrt oiler one more ooaervauon.

WIHUK.* KIR THR NKW YKAlt*
He hoped that this inlth of which ne bad spoken

wouid grow in brightness, in cioaraeas; itiat.il
would rise out ol the darkness or unbelief as a
phip came loriu from a pall or fog. When he was
crniaing off Nova Scotia last summer he saw a snip
dimly, and he noticed how slowly it caru«
through the log aud nkowed all ita
outlines; ana when the two snips met
It was with hesrty wishes of good will and "God
speed " Thus they had met on New Year's Day
in bidding one another a "Happy New Year."'
They went In different direotiou*.one east, the
other west.but might God's blesslugs rest over
them all. He would close with a lew words. When
the year 1S76 died, n* ih"4 had done, might tney
and he be still lound cunning to that ifi"rtous
ertas ss the tn«>st prieelOM treasure ol their lives,
and waiting to be Mimnione.l lo u lilguer an t hotter"pher*. (irant timt they might not have lived
i!:ese twelve mon tils in vain; but at the cxpirar«r-,tthis new teat Do neaici to cod. mere Uitn-

NEW TORE
rat to RM coamanaa, irwuf atlll more ex
plloitly to Hi* lor* and charity.

BUTGEBS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
DEDICATION XKBCIMK8.

The new tempi* of worship, Katgera Presby
teiiao church, corner or Madiaoo avenue am

Twenty-ninth atre*-t, waa dedicated yesterda;
morning. A very large congregation was present
and the exercises wei* oI a hignly Intereatlni
cbaraot' r. Following a voluntary on the orgai
ana another oy tli* choir came the invocation1
bv Kev. Nathaniel w. Conkling, D. D., tbe paatot
tjinguog a by inn, In wblch all tbe congregation par
ticipaied, and reading selections irom Scrlptun
and prayer by Kev. Dr. Uenry M. Field loUowed
and tben waa preacbed tbe

DKDICATlOh 9BRMON

by tbe paator. His text was llark sit., 90. 31"Andthou shalt love tli* Lord thy God with al
tny heart and with all thy aonl, and with al
tby mind and with all thy strength." This is thi
flr.it commandment, and there i* no other groate
than tbu. Tbe Lord thy Cod, mentioned in th<
text, was Him to wbom they had mat to dedtcati
their church. The veil which kept God Irom mor
tai view nad b««n rent in twain. Tbe name o
God was love. He was not an impersonal lorce
but a living God. There might be possibly re
ligious worship and not Christian worship. Then
u no trus worship without love. Love or God n
tbe crlteilon 01 the regenerated soul.the test o
the soul's redemption. In church this worsolpin
soul uiay soar on the wings of song, ma; breath)
its longings lu prayer. may draw in asplia
lions and hopes irom the words o( tb<
preacher, may he gulden and strengthened by th<
saciaments. The? should worship God with ail
their energies. They should present tbemselvet
M living MerittiM on the altar or Worship. Thin
was worship 01 the heart and soul, 'ihejr were enJoinedto love God equally with their mind. True
religion was something.a matter or intellect.
They might not be aDie to meet all the captious
objections that had puzzled the philosopners or the
olden times. But this was no reason why they
should give up the Gospel lor a table. Anotner
poiut ue enforced was that they xhould not put oil
tbe worship of God until their strength was ffooe.
God was entitled to the tlower of tneir strength.
Elaborating this point at length he took up the
concluding lesson of tbe text, which he said was
the en.oicement of christian brotherhood,

TUB DBDICATION.
The lormal dedication oi tne church succeeded

tbe sermon. Tnia was a very simple yet impressiveceremonial.

LYRIC HALL.
MB. JOHN VTEI33 ON TRAGEDY IN NATURE,

llr. Prottungh ana's platform was occupied by
Mr. John Weiss, whose Shakespearian lectures
are so renowned. He delivered a very eloquent
discourse, the subject of which he announced to
be."Tbe development of moral out of physical
evil, the tragedy which it Involves and the divine
purpose in it." The physical and moral evils
which supply tbe elements of tragic Ills were involvedin tbe world's growth and came down

are deeply Imbedded in the earth and
spread tnrougu all Its strata; they prow
up into tiiu tree or know edge ol good aud evil, ol
wiucti if a maa eat he shall nourish smiles and
tears. Nature never valued life in itsell, only tbe
best lire, ana her measures to save aud propagate
that have been of the sternest kind. With this
object In view the invented tbe process called
death. As her creatures increased in sensitiveiness, hardship, privation and suffering corre!sponded; no innocent Hie has been respected oj
her and favored with Immunity; the strongest
and not the weakest have been petted b.r then
relentless lorces. Her motto over the entrance o

every period might be, '-In the midst of death
am in Hie."' Let ua observe this natural antlci
patlon of the tragic element, In the lar dlstan'
past and gather a few ol Its omens. There wai
no society for the prevention or crueltj
to animals In the pre-histonc times, an<
nature preserves the same Indifferent tern
per of her old devices. An anlma
that has become decrepit is left wlthou
help or sympathy, to die by starvation. Stu
tenance is dependent uoon Incessant stratagem
which is not conflneu to animated creatures
hnt w&a r.urinnslv urefltrared In the habtr>< ol aom

plants. For instance, ti.e wilmess ol plants i

particularly hostile to tne insect world, yet n

I little people in the world aro more deserving c
consideration. It is noticeable tuat insects aiway

t work with more neatness and finish than is al
sointely necessary (or comfort. Wasps were

THE EARLIEST PAPER MAKERS.
There la a fly that uses a saw and a species c
American ant that pats together a raft for tb
crossing or streams. In sliort. Insects bore, d
mason work, dig mines, cut, saw, mage trape
raise crops, spin, make paper, stlk, noney an

wax, and perform carpenter work. Snch endow
ment oi talent and patience ought to be favorei
with immunity irom bad designs. But nature con
trlves plants on purpose to circumvent then
working people.
The pitcher plant has secreted in it a water;

fluid which kills every insect that touches it, am
this grogshop Is open night and day to tempt aui

destroy the most industrious and painstaking
members of creation. Ihey are skilled mechanics
out nature reiuses to en.orce a prohibitory lav
for their protection. Let us observe a groom
beetle which ha# eeiectcd from Nature's bill ol iar<
a May t>ug or a cockchafer. The brigand, in hi
smait costume ol green and gold, attacks it iron
behind, aud with liia sharp mandibles, slices oi
the nearest ring oi it-t body. The cockchaier con
tlnues to retreat, the beetle follows steadily, slice

r off tne next rimr and the next, till the wnoie ab
domen is demolished and tne poor cockchaie
travels off with its thorax, which the fastldiou

; beetle does not care lor. Wny did not uarur
i endow uer beetle with an instinct to destroy tni

May bug instantly* The guillotine and 'gar
rote ire merciful. Nature's plan is oi
a greater scale, but founded on
similar want oi principle. Existence Is main

s tallied by tne digostlhllty of ail her creature*
The snider suns upon his fly, the toad grabs tn<
spider, the soake is swallowing the toad when thi
hawk descends upon it, and man is lying In wat
for the hank, and other men scruple not to use ni

; the man, and death bolts the whole series an
meal. (Laughter.; It is a continuity of mutua

f swallowing, "lour Heavenly Faiher leedetl
S them." upon ea<:h other. It is by no means in

spirit 01 parauox or 03 way 01 merapnor tnat wi
attribute to nature a want oi principle; tnis wan
may be lound as well where the moral cons lous
ness exists as where ii does not exist. The diki
estimate wnicli mankind puis upon Its capacit;
for turning itsg ieis into noble advantage or thi
soul is shown in tbe (act uut it has invented trag
edy to tell and set them forth. The humai
race is Invited to see it through i»ireshiui
tears. We sorrow not as men without hope. Wt
know that Hamlet has reached ' something aire
death.the undiscovered country," where virtut
serves him better in tne lutare conflicts of th<
soul. He will uot decline the conflict; seeing hln
enmeshed by the latality of his own deposition
aud slowly put to deat.i, we feel, as we go noine, ai
If we followeu htui, lifted up better nerved to
bear "the whips and scorns of time." Nature't
plan does not drift principally toward pliy;ai
her accumulated circamstuoces wouid deieai
such an intention, wmle they furnish somethinj
superior to pity, tier weather is tne bath tha
tempers steel, her gale the ventilation of a tamtec
mansion. If the sentiment ol pity Had been in
volved among the lorces which elaborate a worlt
It would have thwarted history's most Instructlvt
period. To secure tins desirable rosier.

NATl'RK ANTICIPATED
the need or Crouiwells, Rooespierres. Na
poleons, who select their agents with t
special eye to absence of sentiment and
whose awful lessons bite Instructive features will
their arid on the mind. Apparently the outline*
become worn, and have to be from time to time
renewed, to which end a supply of unfortunate in
nocence, ol bungling honesty, Is always kept on
hand. What sincere and vital blood sunk It
French sou when the gracious and beautiful neadi
01 Mane Antionotte, Mine. Koiann and t'barlotte
Comay, leli into the basket But when tbe execu
tioner tilted them up beiore the eyes of Ruropetears fell to reclny nature's insensibility and men
loll more deeply tn*u before that liberty existedby the

strrriRANCR ok justice.
The heart nas aiways taken a meat fancy to thetext, "Like as a lather pltieth his children, so theLord pltieth them that fear him, lor ue remembcreth tnat we are dust." Is there any encourage

men; or solace In attributing an abstraot unailti
or pity to overruling poweis which do not gran
to man concrete aud impartial applications of it
Man has learned by bitter experience tba
when the pinch comes and he is no
practically pitied tbe tender text be
lies its pretension. Sjmpathy is man's own die
covery. It was made alter countless savage ex
portences of tbe advantages oi mutual aid in hear
lug tne ills of lire. Morn! evil was sure to be ih
result or creatlveness that admitted physical ev
into Its drlii. An intelligent creator must luv
foreseen that il the survival or the fittest depende
upon the demise ol the unfit, the turthei ih
method developed the more nnmeious would tli
circumstances ol misery become. What, moral o
wuat prftOMcal deduction can bo made irom a
this presenation ? It is thislhat tragetiy c<
operates in the development or immortal persor
amy. i o this end a Creator lias tolerated an eve
lution from

DARK Kt.KHr.STK,
whose various comuiuatious tender tragedy tli«i

L HERALD, MOWDAT. JAJ
0017 possible solution. And no t tku thui I »itareto snggest. If traced; bo endowed with elementalpower to oreoto lmmoiinl personality.
It must be u immortal as the person,
and it cannot be exhausted la the lev
yean wtucn 0 mortal bodj pptuUa outside 01 0
aoui.

I conceive. then, that after tbe death of the body
1 we shall be substantially, in tbe dr.ft 01 oar characters.the same that we were beiore and shall be
'

dependeut upon the aaine elements .or the continuanceol our being. the organs of our

I Muses die; but it we live the senses must
remain inherent parts 01 us; matter and «i>irtt will
be coupled sull and tbe tendances winch nave

" been transmitted through eternity will not cease
to act ;o the structure oT tbe person. The idea of
escaping irom toein involves me men 01 uuneuiu;.
Would we escape it we could f Could we escape it

t there would not be enough sense iu us to start a
preference lor a nonen'ity; uonenutj would nave
preierred us and il.e grave would close over its
o»u. V\ Here are all the mi.uu thai nave passed
out or Ufe during all the ages T Have tney settled
In places whlcn exempt them from the laws of
llie ? Has labor been abolished 1 lias the sen»e of

11 antagonism expired r Nay, It uiust be quickened
ll at the experience of more numerous aud proBfounder differences of social, mental aud moral

habits, llave Lear. Haiulef. Constance, Cornelia.
r been sponged out o: the heart oi -shakebspeure r So baby cherub he, ciean bereit of
. tragedy and comedy, atuousiy smiling on ail

the tempers ni the immortal ciowd. II man had
fornotteu to eatry with him nis suidimc.st ernoftlons, or If Deity had neglected to provide the an!tagoniatic circumstances winch force them fr<>m

' man at the point of a celestial sword. A i.eaven not
worth ayiug for and only not a place oi torture,

» because the nerves wmch can be wrung and the
j sinews that can be stretched have neen urawii out
f of the frame oi the soul. Let us nail a better, m<>re
I heavenly hi.pe, tnat the elements will continue to
j challenge our natural powers, ireserve tueui in

the pains aud exercises oi a lusty muntiood, ur>niali imposing situations, tragic mom .uts o: ooili«slon, romances oi love, tuus triumphing lurever
t over death aud the grave.

! ST, PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL.
FKA8T or TQK CIRCUMCLHIOM. SKKMON BT THE

BEV. FATHKB QUINS.
There was, as usual, a very large congregation

at the Cathedral. Tke He v. Father McXamee was the
emulating clergyman at the laat mass. At the ter;mlnatlon of the first gospel the Rev. Father Qulnn,
Vicar General, preached a sermon, taking his text
from the Gospel according to St. Luke."Alter the
Eighth day was passed the child was circumcised,
and his name was called Jesus." rite reverend
gentlemau, after alluding to tie general characterof the feast that, was being celebrated, advertedto the act that although not compelled to
do so, the Lord had complied wltu the law. At
the time of the cironmoiaion the name was given
to the child which had previously been gives by
His Father in heaven, the same that waB an-
nouDced to tne Blessed Virgin when tbe angel appearedto ber aud told iter sie was to oe the
mother ol tiod. the same (hat had been told to
Joseph by the anuet wnom he saw in a vision.
The name that was given by the Fa tter In heaveu
was given by Mary at the moment 01 the circumcision.The reverend gentleman then proceeded
to dilate on tne power and eittcaoy of tne holy
name, at the mention 01 which evtry knee should
bow m heaven, on earth and lu hell, as wis
set torth by the apostles. By the vtrtne
or that uame sick had been healed and the dead
reMore^ to life, lie thcu showed the necessity of
beannn in mind t!>e great respect taat was due by
all christians to the loly name, and in reminding
the congregation tnat tills woe the season lor good
resolutions observed that nothing couid better
stimulate the ialtb.ul to preserve tno urace oi Uod
than the frequent reooiiecUon 01 the name or
Jesus, tne thought or wnose gouduesa and love tor
mankind was well calculated to sireugtoen us in
the moment or tempiation. The choral arrangeImerits were excellent The services were concludedshortly after twelve o'clock.

FIFTH AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH.
DR. ABHTTAOE PICTUBS8 THE AGED DISCEPLE.

[ in tne fine church on Korty-fhth street, near
Fifth avenue, the pastor, Dr. Armitage, before the
sermon yesterday morning, called attention to

'
the fact that the present is to be observed as a

9 week or prayer In all the onuronea, and announced
' that prayer meetings wonld be held in the lecture

room every evening except Saturday. The dig"
course was addressed particularly to tbe aged,
his text being the eixteenth verse or the twentyfirstchapter or tbe Acts oi the Apostles.-There
went wltn ns also certain or the disciples oi Ccsarea,and brought with them one Mnasou, olCy''
prus, an old disciple, with whom we soould lodge."*
Alter relerrtng to the context in order to

8
a proper understanding or toe passage and

®
to the conscientious regard for detail manifested

'
by tbe apostles and the evangelists in tbelr narratives,and especially by Luice, the beiovod
physcian, be sketched tbe character ol Mnason
drawn irom tbe meagre details given oi htm and
from tbe probabilities as shown in his association

' and residence. He then proceeded to consider.
6

first, what an old disciple is; second, what an
old disciple was, and, third, what an old disciple

[j is to be. And, first, be is tbe pupil of a noble
master, and as such be acquires the doctrines

'

which Chi 1st taught. Again, white sitting at tbe
leet of the Master be catches His spirit, and

g through friendship and constant intercourse with
Him comes to be like Him. aodspoteoi Abraham as
bis rriend, the only man thus addressed under tne

J old dispensation and until the Saviour came upon3 earth, when tne pnpns who Bat at his feet iound
j thereby tne nearest way to tils neart. Outwardly
. the old disciple sits at the reel ol Jesus, wniic in*w.irdlv he catches toe spirit within hun. Second,

what ban he? Ah- holds in his haud tnat book, old
v lu composition and compilation, bni containing
j matter always and entirely new. It took 1,500

years and sixty writers to lorm it, and it nas
e ex.sted more than 1.800 years, ainoe i« compieutinn rhmiMnnilc nl tifialra Iiuva honn urr, t inn n v

n pound li ami jet its depth of meaning remains unirravelled. Again tie lias a Ilrm conv.ctioQ ol t«e
i- truth 01 tne religion which ue p.oiesses one
u grand thing with the old disclt-le in lie fids ceased

to doubt, satisfied in Ms hjart ne looca to liave
r all the olJ and younu subjects o> the g.uce
s which has been alforded him; ea^er to
e devote all his energies and powers to the ^oo<l of
> the Church and to winning souis ior litaveu. To

Into ha* been granted t.,e pi ivileite ot graduation
n In me niener classes or CnrifltV pupils. Las ly,
a wnat Is toe old disclpie to be? He is so n to be

younu again; soon gom# "here there are no
i. aches, no pains, no impaired senses. There

are no old men in heaven. There he
e will experience the mil fruition or his hopes as a
t Christian, lie ot good Cheer, lor eye has not se»n
[> tior ear heurd, nor has it entered into tt.e iieari of
i man to conceive ot the eternal joys ina> «wait
1 him. In conclusion be addressed hunseli to tiiose
a In ihe congregation wno. it such there w re, wore
t old and yet not disciplcs. lie urged npon t.iem
e that they had a great work to do, aud though the
t tenth and eleventh hour had passed, t.hev migtt

yet commence work in the vineyard, triut.ng to
i the Lord thereafter to pay tbeui the penny.

' TABERNACLE BAPTIST CIIUBCH,
l MISSIONARY MASS MEETING LAflT NIGHT.-THE
* WORK OF THE MIS8IONABIEP SERMON BY DR.

i TVPPER, OF RICHMOND.

| A missionary mass meeting took pltco last eveninirin the Tabernacle liaptist cnurch, on .Second
* avenue, lhe church was woli fllied ana the c^n\giegatlon ww evidently much Interested in the
l proceedings, which were in Donor 01 two musion1ariea whom the Baptist church Is sending off to

[ Airlca to work among the heathen. These gontieImen, tho Revs. w. J. Davia and W. W. Colley,
were on the platlorm and were surrounded oy a

! goodly number of clergymen and oihem aasernibled to Bee them, perliups tor the last time, beore
their long journey to an almost unknown

[ land.the land where l)r, Livingstone worked and
I prcachcd, and where he served not only God
1 above, bat humanity beiow. Aiiong the other*

| who were on the piat'crm were the Iteva. John
Darling, H. A. Tupper, D. D., oi Richmond, Va.,
and James Boardmau Hawthorne, pastor ol the
Tabernacle Baptist church. Toe services opened
with a hymn appropriate to the occasion, after
which a prayer was offered asklog biexsings upon
the work which the two men were going to do la
the far-off land and upon themselves. Another
hymn was then sung, and then the Rev. Dr. in

perpreached a sermon. H itbout taking any text
be said mat there was no nobler career tuan tnat ol
toe missionary, (or It was the worn with wnicn God
was best pleased. It had been asked wnether ibe
heathen could be saved without the Gospel. Ho>vrever that might be it was certain that the

t Christian would not »e saved unlaws he p/eache i
i the Gospel to the heathen. It was a work wnicn
t was ue<es*ary and blessed in the eyes of God. It
t tin tne da y or the Church to send men om for
- the purpose, and it was the duty oi ilte Ohiist'an
i- world to furnwti the wtieiewun.il to do it. on the

one hand seienee sent men over the world to
discover all the S'-crot and hidden recesses

o of nature, but it was simplv itiat men nuxbtII know more than they do oi earthly matters,
e Commerce «cih men uii over tue w«ri<i, tint it wus
d lor mere money geitioif. Diplomacy Kent men out
e to oc more wily than others in discusslnar mr
e Mirsirs of nations. Keiigion aionn sent out men in
r the service oi God. Tnere were 3,000 oi tii' so now
11 at, work, nut wn.a was tlux when, li each o. the*i*
> sposu to lot) people every day, it would require
» loo yoais to apeak to all the unconverted i ino
)- Doctor sunt on In a very elMiuent and convincing

strain.
flomo of tho other g^ntiimcn spoke also on Uie

r snbiec.t of mi*«ionarif work, aud ,vMh uijre pTttvci'9

NUAKY 4, 1875.WITH SU1
And murine of a few More tiynas tM congrega- i
lion dispersed. <

\
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BEV MB. XKAPP ON CHBItfT AS A MEDIATOR.

large congregation assembled In tbe l.Algnt
street Kaptlst church ye-terday morning to bear j
a sermon bjr tbe pastor, the Rev. Mr. Knapp. The
text selected was liebrews, zll., 2. It is not t
strange, said tbe speaker, tbat unconverted men i
den* tbe existence oi a devil. If tbe devil demon- (
strated the lact ibat be Is in reality a personal r
devil be would defeat bis own ends. To CbrUt t
very many a.en go simply as tbey would to an ad- c
visei or a friend, but tbey wno bave been enllght- t
ened by tbe grace of Uod are superior to aacb v
lk'. Th"A " in urh>/>h a. man ran .

intelligently look to Car sr. He must lose
Bght or all else aud concentrate bis mind
up'U Hi in alone. Tlie astronomer, in gaziDg at a
pa< tlcular star or planet, tuinks 01 notbiug else,
and Is mere ore enabled to discover tbe peculiar
beauties ot tn- heavenly orb. In like manner
must «»e look to Cbrist. Wondllnes* exerts a
powerful influence upon ine masses 01 men. Many,
uuwfver, turn away from mis influence, and la B
this way get nearer and cioser to Cbrist. We con- '

stantiy near people say th«t alter tney nave tbor- P
ouirbiy examined the Bible tliey will turn their at- li
tentlou to Jesus. But, believe me. tbls will not .

do. we most bave laith m Christ and id H m
alone, and when wo have acquired tbls all else *
whi be plain. Cbrist must be viewed p
lu all His various characters, like unto tthe human heart. No man can pray

*

to Mod without recognizing Carist ani nope lor 11
suceess. Tneie must be a mediator. Do not for- t
get » hut Jesus Himseli ha* said ot the necessity ,
01 our comtug to Him. II >our »oui can catch one
»iimima or the dear Saviour by lookins toward c
lii iu you wnl never, I am sure, be wnotiv Satisfied
until you nave louud Htm alone. Christ is the
only liupe, ttie only refuge ol mose who are sin0rely desirous 01 salvation. You may try as
many way* a* you please, but until you come to
God through Christ you will never.you can never
be satisfied. >ome scientists hoid that tins tneory
is nut good.tnat inao must do sometblug Himself
to obtain salvation. they will not allow tnat
Jesus "paid It all'' oy Ills birth, Ilia life, His sufferingsand a is death.

CHURCH OP THE HOLY TRINITY.
A NEW TEAR'S SERMON BT DR. TTNO.

Yesterday morning Hev. Dr. S FL Tyng, Jr., at
his church, corner Madison avenue and Fony-seoonda reel, preached a very appropriate New
Year's sermon, taking lor his text Psaim lzv.,
8. "Thou makest the outgoing of the>morningand
evening to praise thee." Beroro the sermon the
preacher gave an interesting account ol his visits
made daring the past week to the missions attachedto the charch, which, ne stated, were in a
vety prosperous condition. The word rejoice
really means to sing, said the preacher, and let us

congratulate ourselves this New Year's morning If
we can only sing. Taking the words ol the text
leads us to tne thought that at no other hour of
the day is ihe earth so lull <>i beauty and so voice-
lul ol praise as In tho morning, when the lading
stars coutess the supremacy oi the coming day.
"Thou makest ttie outgoing 01 tne morning and
cv mug to praise thee." lie who Is in syinpathv
with nature aud Nature's God must rccosuize the
beauty 01 the sentiment, und no on* can watch
the sun gloritying the earth or see th.* day de-
cltne without having a heart filled with glauness
aud (.raise to Him who created the night aud
morning. The nrnBic and harmony of the uuiveisccome trora

TUK GRKAT SOft. OF MUSIC,
even the Lord God. What have materialists, who
resoive all things into tne attrition of molecules
01 matter, so precious and stimulating
as those who belioid the nngers of uod
in tne firmament and skiest Gladness
glowed in the first morning, on an
eartn redeemed iroin a termless condition, and
wncn at length man stood upngni upon the globe
then human history gloriously begun. But siuce
tnat first morning wuat toils and trials have aurjrounded humanity!

BROOKLYN CHURCHES.

PLYMOUTH CHURCH.
MR. BEECHEB'S OPINION OF SHAKESPEARE AND

SHAKESPEARIAN STUDIES A SERMON ON THE

HIGHER LITE.
For some not very apparent reaaou Plymouth

church was more thau usually crowded yesterday
morning. Alter packing the church to Its utmost
capacity a lnr«e nuu.bcr went away, unable to
obtain admission. It being the first Sunday in the
year there was an admission of new members-
Seven were admitted on profession of laltli and
Ave by letters trom other churches. In addition
to the Announcement of tho renting ol the pews
on TuesJay evening next, Mr. Heecher took oacalslon to say a word tor Shakespeare, in announcing
the delivery, In Brooklvo, of Mr. Weiss' lectures
on tne women oi Shakespeare. He said:.Next to
tne bible Stmkesneare has given rlae to more
mental activity than an? man, probaoly, that tver
livod.certainly or the Anglo-Saxon race. It may
be that Plato and Aristotle, in their sphere of
scholarship, may have originated as much
mental activity in their time as ShakespeareIn our own; bat they hare not
exceeded it on universal thought. Still the mine
la not yet worked out. aud it never will be until
man's nature and observation have ceased to exist.
It is good not simply to read Shakespeare, bat to
critically investigate bis writing?. To young men
who a e oeglnn.ng their literary studies lectures
will atford an opportunity or hearing u man of genius,aud also afford an approving opportuuity of
gaining a knowledge not only 01 the great author,
bat also oi tne nature or mind.

tlik sermon.
Mr. Beeclier preached a sermon on the indwellingor the spirit 01 God, selecting ror 1:1s text tho

twenty-third verse ol tho fourteenth chapter or the
(id-pel of John"Jesus answered and said unto
bun, li a man love me, be will keep my words:
and my Father will love him, and we w.U come
unto iiim and make our abode With him." This
language (^aid Mr. needier) Is not solitary or singular;.t is a text that reappears under various
loruis and images. "Abide iu me aud 1 iu you. As
tnj branch cannot bear irmt oi itseit, except it
abide in the vine; no mure can ye. except ye ankle
in me." The three ovaunensts called synoptic,
Matihew, Mark and Lute, deal very largely in the
external experience ol the religion of Jesus. John
dineis irom tue otuers in revealing the internal
Hie ol C'nust. It is remarkable now iar irom an
educated style ol thought and wiii Is the course or
experience geueraily. Our grade oi education is
maimy in the relation or tilings to Ideas. We are
reasotiers. We use tacts as grapes are used, far
tiio sake oi the wine woicn can be pressed out or
mem But the iact is that you destroy the cluster
lor me sake oi the wine. So tne facts arc used
only lor tie sake oi tho conclusion. So Lhal men
come to say ttiat lacts aro very good, but doctiine
Is supreme. With the exception or tne Apostle
I'aui, who bad received a liberal education, there
Is h.<rdly a philosopher In the whole Bible. Among
tue lour evangelists .loan stands aione ami peculiar,li may be said thai the keynote or the Gospel.the uocirn.o ot an mcarna ed Saviour, oi a
divine mind In the human mind, is not an
elaborate ps»etiological theory or truths. It
Is a sta'emenl 01 facts. In Matthew's
Gospel it 13 the same, but ihe racts are stated. In
the inner me lads n< e mated internally but not
oxiernaliy. Mr. Bescaer here described tho differentmental build id men or each or these classes,
an.i said tnst ihe mys icai naturerejolc.il inJonn.
He then explained tue m>>de oi treating Scripture
by which we could get more out ol it than is
generally sought. Mr. B eoher then turned to
CoiiHider the iiiguesi mrni <M being that contains
withiu itseii the germ and seed oi all creation, or
ever? element known to man. Ol everr lacultv.
and o. those emotions, :«H'1 wtiicn lacuKies, orttan17,,.0un i rxpre4.HC.il de back 01 ail tne lacumoa
01 mind, ami ;u quality Is isr In excess of anytniugwe know. Alter tracing the nature of toe
min.i oi (iod, and cootramiuic It witu the turner
and lower element* o. man's nature, he sai-n.
Consider tuc ii!s'_iar.5 bsirscn Coottie
and the peasants oi ftormany; between
buakespeare and tac yeomanry of England,
bet * et-n Kmcthou and tne blue t>oya of
Massachusetts. l uv dlstauce If ho great that they
eauuot be salt! to be too same beings. If it be <>
oi tneac miuds dweilitm wita us, how much more
so is it wne<> you extend your observation above
all human being and consider the Divine nature.
It. is possible to narrow this thought toouuh it be
no lar away. It is thin knowledge ol the divine In
man that enlarge* bin capacity, and euxpheroa
uind with mind by thougnt, by imagery and by
apintuRl experience, ine tnetlaNe has no bars,
no ItmiM; in this intercourse thero Is absolute
froeuotn in the higher spueres oi human life.
Iionduce belongs to the lower spheres oi human
lite. What. then, must be the terms oi intercourse
tnat live >bove tne sphere or morral liter What
must be tne nature of that Cud that represents
man moat perfectly v Mr. r.cecuer here enlarged
upon the lnierconrse oi man with the Creator
tnr. ugh the influence oi the. Divine
pirlt, and urged, as an.iiogoiis. the relationship

oi Ciiiloien witn their parents. His, lie said, in the
susceptibility oi mind with mind Ihat he placed
tne * Hole doctrine oi the Spirit oi God. Tho indntlli.tr or the Divine spirit In man Is the fruit of
the divine trading in the man's soui. To the
question. "Do you orileve In tlio Higher life?" he
noiiiu say that there Is a sphere in which a man's
mind m.»v a well lu periect peace: nut because it
I- s.nieHJ, riot because it is i>eriect, not because It
Is perfectly good, not because It has reached to tho
standard oi ilie perfect measure in Christ Jestis,
but because the mind reach"' unto a direct influeneft ol di vine light that the man .iiitiot help but

yeacciu. and ofiul. Mr. UvvOu* concluded o* a

'FLKMENT.
itatemont, la tela ckaracteristlc war. or the mod*
>f attaining to ibis and 07 an Invitation to unite
iriUi tue 111 nin tern of the church 10 partaking of
tie ordinance of the communion. At this servioo
;h>; floor 01 the church waa entirely tilled wltn
;onimuulcanu,

TALMAGES TABERNACLE.
JAD BOOKS AND BAD NKW8PAPXB8 ARRAIGNED.
The Tabernacle was lb rouged In every part at
be forenoon and evening services yesterday
IrbucRle played the cornet and Protestor Morgan
>reslded at the organ. Mr. Talmag* who has just
eturm d from a trip to Charleston,. 9. 0., resumed
lis. position at the reading desk and preached,
sontlDulng bis sermons on public Iniquities. The
ext read was as lollows:."Many or them also
rhich used curious arts brouvht their books to-
rather and burned them before all men; and they
ounted the prioe of 'hem and found it 50,000
ileces of silver.".the Acts, xix. lft. Pau] was

tlrnug up Ephesus with some lively aermona
ibout the aius of that pla.ee. Among the more
mportant results was the fact that the people
irougbt out their bad booka and In a
mblic place made a bonfire or them, I see the
>eople coming out with their arms lull ol Epheslan
iteratnre and tossing in into the flame.*. 1 hear
.u economist standing by saying, "Stop to is
rMte. Here are $7,M>o worm oi books, do you
iropose to born thorn all up » If jov don't want
o read them yourselves, gelt them and let someiodyelse read them." "No," aa<d the people; -If
bcse beoks are not good for aa they are not goodoranybody else, and we shall stand and watch
lutil the last leal liat burned Into ashes. They
tave done as a world of harm, and they shall
lerer do anybody else any harm. Hear the
laifies roar and crackle." Well, my friends, one
if the wanta of the cities of this country la
L GREAT BONFIRE OF BAD BOOKS AND NEWSPAPERS.
iVe have enough luei to make a blaze 300 fleet high,
flany of the publishing houses would do wall to
lump Into the blaze their entire stock of goods,
wd a groat many of the newspaper establish*
neuts would do well to roll Into the flames all
ihelr next issue of 50,000 or 100,000 copies. Bring
orth the insufferable trash and put u Into the
Ire, and let It be known in the presence of God
tnd angels and men that you are going to rid your
louses of the overtopping and underlying curse of
t profligate literature. '1 he printing preaa is the
nlghtleat agency on earth for good and forevlL
rue minister or the gospel, standing In a pulpit,
ias a responsible position, but 1 do not think It is
is responsible as the position of'au editor or a
jubiisher. At what distant point of time, at what
ar out cycle or eternity, will oeaae the Influence
>! a Henry J. Raymond, or a Horace Q.eeley, or a
tames Gordon Bennett? Take the simple statistic
;hat our New York dallies now have
i CIRCULATION OF THUKK HITNDBRD AND FIFTY

THOUSAND PEB DAY,
irnl add to it the fact that three or our weekly
jeriodlcals have an aggregate circulation oi about
L,uou, ooo, and then cipher If yon can how far up
ind how far down and how far out reaches the
nfluence of the American printing press. Eternal
3. 0 ! what is to be tho issue or all this? 1 believe
3cd intends the printing press to be
the means, the chief means, lor the world's
rescue and evangellzatiou; and I think
ibat tho great battle, the great
last battlo of the world, will not be fought wUtj
swords or guns, bnt with types and presses.a
purified and gospel literal ure triumphing over,
trampling down aud crushing out iorever that
which is depraved. Ttoe only way to flght bad
books is by printing a good o:;e. The only way to
overcome unclean newspaper literature is by
scattering abroad that which is healtninl. May
Uod speed tne cylinders or an honest, Intelligent,
aggressive, Christian printing press. 1 have to
tell you this morning that 1 oeiieve that the
greatest scourge that has ever coma upon tins
nation has been that ot unclean Journalism. It
bas its victims In all occupations and depart-
inents. It lias Helped to flu insane asylums and
penitentiaries, and almshouses and dons or
shame. The bodies oi tnis lniection lie In the
hospitals and me graves, while their souls are be-
lng tossed over into a last eternity.

AN AVALANCHE OK I10KHOB AND DBSI'AIB.
The London plague was nothing to ir. That

counted Its victims by thousands, but this modern
pest has already swallowed its mii.lons into tho
enamel house of the moraiiy dead. Anthony Comstockhas done a glorious work against an In amousliterature. Let tue people all do hlni honor.
Tney tried the other night to kill htm in Newark.
It they had slain bun in nls battle against a had
literature, tt would have kindled a flre oi Indigna-
tlou that all tbe Wfttfrs or the Hudson and
East rivers cou d not have extiuguuned. That
man has already literally gathered up whole torn
ot iniquitous literature and consigued It to toe
flames. Hut the longest rail train tnat ever ran
over tne tine or Hudson track was not long
enough or large enough to carry the beastliness
and the putreiaction which have gathered up in
the bad books and newspapers of this land In tue
last thirty years.

It is amid sucb circumstances that I put to yoa
this morning a question or overmastering importanceto you aud your famlll s.that is. What
Dooks and newspapers shall we readf You see 1
group them together.

A NKWSPAl'EB 13 ONLY A BOOK,
la a Bwiitef ana more portable shape, and the
same rules which win appty to book reading will
appiy to newspaper reading. What shall we reaar
Snail our minds be the receptacle of everything
that an author has a mind to writer Shall there
be no distinction between the tree of lite and the
tree of deatn? shall we stoop down and drink out
oi tne trough which tne wukeuntess ol men h.ts
tilled with pollution and shame r Shall we inu e in
Impurity and cnaie fantastic will-o'-the-wisps
across the slumps, when we might walk in the
blooming gardens ol Uodr Oh, uol tor t e sake
oi our present and everlasting wellare we must
make an intelligent and Christian choice. Standingas we do chin deep In the fictitious literature,the first question that many oi the young people
ot our congregation uro asking me is

"SHALL WE RHAD NOVELS t"
I reply there are novels that are pure, good,Cm tstian, elevating to tha heart and ennobling to

tlie lire. Hut 1 have still further to say that i oelloveninety-uine out oi the 100 novels of the dny
are baleini, blasting '~stiuctivo to the last
degree. A pure wor fiction Is history and
poetry combined. Ti is a nistorv of things around
un, nimuic iiwuncn null IU«J MSSUIIieU liHIDeH 01

poetry. i tie world can never pay the dobt whl''U
it owes to sucn Action writers its Hawthorne
and McKenzie, and Laudon and Hunt, and Arthur
and tors. Holmes, and Marlon llariand.au J a score
ol persons whos names may occur to you. The
loilios 01 nIkU li e were never belter exposed
tliun bv Miss Edgcworin. The memories ol the
past were uever more inithfudy eraoatmed than in
the writings of Walter Scott. Cooper's novels aro
healthiuliy redolent with tne breata or the seaweed
and the air 01 the American lorest. Charles Kingsleyhas smitten the morbidity oi the world and
led a great many to appreciate tuc poetry 01 sound
lioaitu, strong muscles and lrosti air. Thackeray
aid a grunu worn in caricaturing tlie pre enders to
gentility and nigh b.ood, Dickens has built his
uwn monument in his nooks, which are an everlastingplea lor the poor and the anathema of iniu.itict'.BOOM like these, read at right times and
read In rigut proportions with otner literature,
jannot help but be ennobling and pdrirylng; but,
>ia»! lor tne loathsome nut! impure literature tnat
lias come upou tins Country In the shape ol novels,
like a li eshet overdowmi; all the banks ol decency
iud common sense. Wny, they are comiuir now
irom some ol tho most celebrated publishnghouses in the country. Tney are coming
with tno recommendation ol somo ol our lumitjr
uewspapers, proiessed Cnrl.-tMu newspapers.
Ihey lie on your centre iable to curse your culllrenand blast with their lniernal flres wuole
generations unborn. Why, yon And these books
n the desk 01 the school miss, iu the trunk of the
roung man. in the steamboat cabin, on the table
>t the hoiel reception room. You see a light >n
rour child's room lato at night. You suddenly go
u and say, ' Wn,u are you doing?" "I am readng."What are you readiugr" "A book." Yon
ook at the book; it Is a bad book. "Whero did
rou get If" "1 bor.owed it." Alail there are
ilways those abro*<J wpnirf ijfce to U>«u jour
10u or daughter a bad book. Kverywncre. everywhere,unclean literature. 1 charge upon it
rug DKSTRVOTIIIN OP TIN THOrsX.NO IMMORTAL

BOfl.3, 1
md I bid you this morning wake op to the magnl-
tude ot them. I shall take all tbo world's lttera*
:ure, good novels and bad; travels, trne and laise;
llstorlet, laithlul and incorrect; legends, beautl*
ul and monstrous; all tracts. all chronicles, all
>pllognes, ail lamily, city, Htate, national libra-
nes, and pile them up In a pyramid ol literature,iilih as heaven and deep as hell; and then I shall
>ring to bear npon it some grand, glorious, tnfal-
Ible, unmistakable Christian principles. Ood help
no to speak with roierence to my last account,ind Uod nelp you to listen. I charge you to stand
ilooi from all books that ulve you false pictures of
luman life. Life is neither a tragedy nor
i larce. Men are not all either knaves
>r heroes. Women are neither angels nor mries.
\nd yet, if you depend upon much of the lltcra:ureot the day, you would get tne idea that li e,nstead of being something earnest, somethingjractlcal. Is a mini and lantssuc and extravagant;hing. How poorly prepared is that young man
ind that youn« woman for the duties ol to-dayprho spent last nl«nt wading through brilliant
passages descript ive of magnificent knavery and
ivickedness' The man will bo looking all day long'or tils heroine In tne shop, by the forge, in the
'actory, in the counting room, and lie will not Hud
lor; and he will be <iifc»aiisQcd nt his practical life
jy loiifzlnv lor a liie ol romance. A man who
*ive« himself up to the indiscriminate reading of
novels will be

nkiivbi.rss, inanr asd a nuisanck.
He will be fit neither tor storo nor shop nor field.
A woman who gives herself up to the lodlccrimiiatereading or novels will be unfitted for the du,lc-tuf a wue. mother, Bister. daughter. lucre I

he la, hair dishevelled, countenance vacant.
cheeks pale, liaails t re in tiling, bursting Into tear*
nt midnight over the late or some unfortunate
lover. In the daytime, when -the ought to be busy,
she stares l>r the half-hour at not-uag, biting her
finger nails into the quick. The carpet that was fi
pialn be lore will be plainer after waaln* through
a romance all night long.hav|ng wandered in teasoutedh.tlls of castles.and your industrious companionwill be more unattractive than ever, now
that you tta^e walked in the romauce through
rarka or with blooming princesses, or lounged la
he ar >or witb the poimhcd desperado. Oh, those
novel-readers!.I mean those peop'e who read
so many novels that it is tuetr ciuel aailsiactlon
and their mental pabnlnm. Tney are unfitted for
this life, which is a tremendous disci|»iiue. Thev
know not how to go through the inrnaces of trial
through wtucn they must pass, and they are unfittedlor the life where everything we gain we
achieve by hard, lona-conunued and exhaustive
work. Again, I charge you to abstain from all
those books which, while ttio> Dave some good
things about them, nave also an admixture or
evil. The heart ol moat people is like a s.eve,
wbicli lets the small particles 01 gold tall through,
but keeps the great cinders, once in a while
there Is a mind like a loadstone, which, plunged
amid steel and brass flunks, gathers op tbo steel
and repels the brass, lint it is jroneraily just the
opposite. Ii yon attempt to pinnge tnrough a
liediie of bnrrs to get one blackberry you
will get more burrs than blackberries.
You oannot afford to read a bad book,
however good you are. Aiasl 11 through curiosity,
as many do, you pry into an eru book jour curiosity18 as dangerous as that of tae man who
should take a torcn into a gunpowder mil, merely
to see whetner it would blow up or not, I cuarge
you to stand off iroin all ibo.->e books wnioh corruptthe Imagiuauorv and inflame the passions. I
do not reler to that kind 01 boos which

TUB VILLUS HAS UNDER HIS COAT,
waiting lor the scnooi to get out, and then, looking
boib ways to see tnat mere is no policeman
around the block, offers the book to your son on
his way nome. 1 do nut speak of tnat kind or
literature, but that which evades the law and ,
comes out In polished style, and, with acnte
plot, sounds the tocsin that rouses up all
tne baser passions or the soul. Years ago
a French lady came lorth as an authoress
under the assumed name 01 "Oeorge Sand." she
smokes cigars, S'.ie wears gentlemen's apparel.
Stie steps off the oounds 01 decency. She writes
with a Btyie anient, eloquent, mighty lor Its
gloom; horrible for its uncliasuty; glowing for its
verbiage; vivid for it* portraiture; damning in
Us ed'ects; transiuslng into the lioraries and
homes 01 the world an evil that has not even begun
to relent, and sue has tier oopjuts in all lands.
Cursed be the books that try to make impurity
decent, crimc attractive and tiypocri'y noblet
Cursed be the books tnat swarm with libertines
and desperadoes.wbo make the brains of the
young people wairli Ye men who write them, ye
publishers wno print them, ye booksellers woo
distribute them, shall be cut to pieces, If oot at
last by no aroused community, then at
last by the ball or Div.ne vengeance,
which snail sweep to the lowest pit of
perdition you murderers ol souis. Though you
escape in tius world you win be louod at last, underttie hooi 01 eternal calamities, and you will be
cualned to the rock, and you w.U have t..e vulturesor despair clawing at your soul, and thoso
whom you t.ave destroyed will cone around to
torment you and to scatter coals of mry npou your
head arid to rejoioe eternally In the ou cry of >our
pain aud the howl of your damnation. 1 coustdor
that tho

LASCIVIOUS PIOTOKIA.L LITERATl'RI
or the dav is tremendous for ruin. 1'nere is no one
who can like *ood p.ctures bettor than 1 do. Fine
paiu tings are the aristocracy of art; engraving is
the democracy ol art.and I love to see toe good
pictorials scattered through the rail trsiiosand in
tde housed; out obscene pictorials, lascivious pictorials.such as are flooding our great cities, tneso
are damnable. The queen oi death holds a nightly
banquet, und andean pictorials are the printed
invitations to her guests. Mas, that the lair brow
oi America should be blotched with such a plague
spot, and that reiormers and philanthropists,
bothering themselves about smaller evils, uo not
ra He their voice agulnsi tins overwuelmm* nationalcalamity. Uiiortsn good bonks and newspapersaud beware of bad one-?. Oue column may
save your soul; one paragraph may ruin it. The
reverend speaker then urged h.s hearers to cast
from their libraries all oojectionao.o botksand
pictorials thai might perchance have tound a
place in their collccnons.
Mr. T..image announced that on Sunday next be

would talk upon tne subject ot tne Uod-derying
extravagance of our Americ »n cities, ann he proposedto piougti otner lurrows in the field oi discnurseupon wnich he had entered, nr. Talmago
alluded to Mr. VanUentioir, who nud taken pains to
lecture in public about him(j4r. Talmage). lie said.
"Mr. Vandenn ff tlrst demolisnea me in Brooklyn,
In the Academy or Mu ic, and two nights after be
demohsned me In Stcln way i<aii, hew York. In
tne audience room ol our beauum Academy of
Music, which holds 3,000 people, be bad
a beggarly audieuce oi 25i> people. (Laughter.)That was Ms tlrst demolishing.
Then he went to hew York, and in a vaat ban,
that holds between 2,000 and 3,000 people, had
another audience oi '-'.'>0. Out of pocket some $500
or $600. Poor man, I am worry lor nun. (daughter.)If he mil come to me 1 will heip to pay tne
deficit. Hut he has shorn to all this country that
In our great ciustcr ol cities, with more tuau a
million population, there can be got together
only uoo people on the side ol immorality and
against the cnurch of ihe Eternal Uo«i."
Alter his seroion Mr. Tsluiage prayed that grace

be vouchsafed in the uistmarsre oi their professionalduties to ail editors ana reporters,
_____ i

ST. MICHAEL'S CHUBCH, BROOKLYN.
8EIUION BY THE REV. FATHER HICJLLB.TU

HOLT NAME OF JE8V8.
At St. Michael's cburcb, South Brooklyn, yesterdaymorning, the pastor, Rev. Micuael Hickte,

preached at the half-past ten o'clock mass. Thongb
the title of cnurch is here applied, perhups the
proper term to nse would be tnat of chapel, tor the
congregation worship in the extension' pariora of
the pastor's residence. This new parish embraces
all that part of South Brooklyn irom Twentyeighthstreet to Ovington avenue, a scattered
population which has been long sadly in need or
Bome little church 01 its own. Bisnop Loughlin,
having selected the Rev. Father Hickle as the
pastor of the new chnrcb, made such aseloction as
was sure to insure success, for already the yonng
pastor has nearly liquidated the cost ol (be
gruuuu tur u nevr cuurcu eainco, wore upon
which will commence at the earliest practicable
moment. The people of this lar-away neighbor*
hood vie with each other id aiding the pastor in
his efforts, but still outside help is needed at the
present time. A lew years hence aud, no donbe,
this parish will oe one 01 the most prosperous in
tite olocese ol Brooklyn.
The BUDject 01 the Kev. Father (tickle's discourse

was, "Tne Circumcision oi our LorJ." the least
01 wbicn the Cnurcn celebrated last Friday.
The importaut ovenc oi tho assigning oi a name

to the divine tniaut, the occurrence oi winch tne
Angel Gabriel loretolu wheu communicating to
the Virgin Mary tne wonder.ul secret of man's redemption,is the graud lestivai which, we may
say, still absoros the attention of the tnurch. iuu>
la the complement ol the Christmas iesuv.ti. .Kignt
days a.ter toeir birth, the Jswisn male cn.ldren,
according to the Mosaic law, were to be circumcised,when they received the name which they
aiterward core in lite. To this p.iimui rite of circumcisionour dirine Lord conformed. lie, too.
was circumcised, and received rruin the nigh
priest, at the suggestion oi Uis roputed rather, tne
name Jenus. This n line was sometning mo e than
a mere term to designate Him irom o ner children;
there wus a deeper meaning una significance in it.
To what a tide oi conflicting emotions do s not. toe
mere mention oi this adorable numo give rise in
the human breast! What a gush of tender leenng
suffuses tbe whole frame on tne bare conception
ol tne sweei namel We leel tuat in that
name is embodied the entire plan ol man's
redemption, as devised by the most august
Trimly and carrieu into effect by Je.ni* Hiinseli.

l'ne pastor ol this new cuurch iccib very much
gratified at the manner in whicn his lair, in aid of
tne church, was attended and supported The
debt whlcn had been over the ground, already
purchased lor the site oi the new cnurcn, lias been
by the exertions ol Father llickie, almost entirely
liquidated. A lew thou-and dollars yeircmaiu to
be subscribed. In any case the cliurcn Is secure.
The postponed reception by the ladies ot the recentfair, wiu take place at Lyric llall, Kighteemfc
street aud Fourth avenue, Thursday eveuing next.

SEVENTH AVENUE M. E. CHURCH.
THE TIMES AND THE SEASONS.

The Rev. Dr. Wild preached yesterday mornitfp
from 1. Tliessalonlans, sr., l."But or the times
and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that-1
write unto yon." The speaker hef- tifat ear presentlife was educational and nr^n in «

several stages and designs. lTovUe ce hti4
clearly Indicated that every step we toon la this
lire bad a noble or ignohle relation and influence
to the lire to come, ao that, in a germinal form, nu

infinity or w«al or woe larked in every thought,
tad was attached to every act. Io none or the
seasona or lite would ire find a fall complement »r
pleasure. Our weary spirit* sighed tor springs
that tailed not, and ror an caperlence all tranquil
and Kind, aud unalloyed with ain and aorrow.
Such an existence was waiting la the beyond
lor those who lived and labored for the aood to
some. To do the right thing at the rtgnt time, to
the right place, should bo the pnrposo sn*d aim of
ane aud ail.tor case and success naturally attendedtimely and seasonable action. The pro
lent and industrious farmer worked hand in hand
with nature. Ho was careinl In discerning the
reason* and wise in observing the agreement betweentime and labor. In spiritual Husbandry It I
would be well to be as dlseerninjr, For every man I
there was a work. We should study to know our
time, work and place, assured that If we were
successful in our atndy and application we should
make life prolltabie and rewarding. It is appropriate,continued the speaker, tnat we consider
the times and seasons ot line this morning.the
first sabbath of another year. Rounded and mil
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